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I believed that only Kamaraj's victory in Tamil Nadu could enable
the Communist Party to get out of the pitfall of opportunism. The
1971 elections, however, turned out to be a great disappointment for
me.
It was in 1967 that I had begun to campaign for the Congress in
my capacity as a "voter." Because of the party's defeat, I had decided
to continue my propaganda work for the party till the next election.
I did not have to carry on till 1972. The mid-term elections of 1971
gave me the opportunity to remove myself a year earlier from
"election politics."
Candidates who lost the elections wandered around giving tasteless
reasons for their defeat. I could then see how commonplace were
the so-called educated men. Many of those who had appealed to the
people for votes did not even have the sense of responsibility to
defend the sanctity of the ballot paper. On the one side they charged
that the elections were rigged; but those among such elements who
were able to win seats in the allegedly rigged elections, were ready to
take their places in the legislature and play political games with their
enemies. I also saw some political bats who, pretending to have
suddenly attained ideological clarity, left one party and ran to
another. However "big" such men might be, I believed that they
would eventually forfeit all social respect. I could no longer respect
them.
In the midst of all these, one man's countenance and words
reminded me of Gandhi. He told me directly: "This is the people's
decision. I accept it." This quality of Kamaraj brings credit to our
country.
Nevertheless, I pondered further:
"What did Kamaraj say before the elections? cLet the people
decide which is the real Congress.' Haven't the people now, through
their votes, given the verdict that the Congress under the leadership
of Indira Gandhi alone is the real Congress? Having asked the
people to give their verdict, and having obtained their verdict through
an election, will it be just for us not to abide by it simply because it
did not go in our favour?"
I spent another year in silence.
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